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To the right honourable Mountag ue, 
Farl of Abingdon, The right ho- 
nourable and right reverend Fa- 
ther in God, Nathanael Lord Crew, 
Biſhop of Dur bam; The right ho- 
nourable Richard Lord Willoughby 
of Brooke ; The right honourable 
Francis Lord Guilford; And the 
reſt of the worthy Gentlemen, 
| Subſcribers to the Charity-Schoo! 
erected in Banbury. 
* deſired to Publiſh the following Di- 
ſcourſe, I cannot think of a properer 
Patronage than Lour Selves, by whoſe 
Piety and Bounty twas happily occaſroned, Nor 
can ¶ doubt but the ſame. remarkable Goodneſs 
that induced You to commiſerate ſo many mean 
and ignorant Souls, will be likewiſe extended 
to this ſmall Tribute of Gratitude, which I 
bumbly offer to Your Generoſity and Candor ; 
hoping that my Sincerity and due Zeal for pro- 


moting a 
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moting this neceſſary Undertaking, will in ſome 
meaſure excuſe the Imperfections of my Pen. 
1 ſhall not recount to Lou, how very uſeful, 
in regard as well to the Nation as to the Na- 
tional Church, the Erecting Charity-Schools 
are. Theſe Points, tho they had not been 
touch'd upon in the Sermon, would neverthe- | _ 
leſs have been but needleſs here, e the | 
great Honour of Addreſſing ſo many Noble and Y 
Conſiderate Perſons, who are Themſelves li-. 
beral Contributers to the ſame commendable De- | 
fren; and therefore must be concluded to have 1 © 
a just View of all its good Conſequences. 3 
I ſhall only wiſh Your Religious Examples | 
may be both followed on Earth, and rewarded 
in Heaven; and crave leave to Subſcribe my | 


fe ] 7 > 1 * 
* * As 


Your moſt Obedient and 
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obliged humble Servant, 
0 Benjamin Loveling. TO 
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Is an unconteſted Truth, That the Things 
of this World are either ſerviceable or pre- 
judicial to our future Happineſs, in pro- 
portion to our diſereet Uſe or Abuſe of 
em. As We are all ſent into the World, as ſo ma- 
ny induſtrious Candidates for the Joys of Heaven 
ſo is it highly expreſſive of the Divine Wiſdom, and 
not inconſiſtent with the Goodneſs of God. N 
ty's Providence, that the World ſhould be fur. 
ele 6 B niſhed 
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niſhed with ſuch Objects, as may as well obſtrud, 


E62 


as conduce to our Felicity. Such is the Frame of 
Mankind, and the Scope of revealed, and indeed 
natural Religion, that one cannot well miſearry on 
the account either of Honours, Pleaſures, or Riches, 
without offering a moſt,unworthy Violence both to 


his Reaſon and Conſcience : which as it vindicates 


the Bounty of. God, in affordigg us theſe temporal 
dels a Defence gf his 


Accommoſſations % is 1 no 
de K py 


Justice, whenever us fonpurMiſma- 
nagement of em. eng nat 7:8 


And Riches in particular, which, through the Po- 
licy of Satan, and the Perverſeneſs of our own 
Hearts, but too often ſeparate us from our God, 


axe neverthale(s capable of Profyripg his. Favour ; 


_ nay, are beſtowed on Mankind 


that benehi- 
cial Purpoſe. Indeed, the Deity being a ſpiritual, 


-fetf-ſirfficient- Being, tis not to be ſuppoſed, that 


any, the ſublimeſt of his Creatures, much leſs the 
mean and groſs Emoluments of his Foot-ſtool, can 


in the leaſt contribute to his infinite Happineſs: 


to Hozoar him with our Subſtance. 


And yet, for the Advancement of our Intereſt in 
another World, he has gracioùſly vouchfafed to put 
us into a Method, whereby our Wealth may be ſub- 
ſervient to his Glory, by enioyning us in the Text, 


8 
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The Extent of Which Precept is as large and 


comprehenſive, 28 the good Dſes .whereumto our 


* 
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Riches may effeQually; tend; are various and diffe- 


rent. Nor is it · to be ſuppoſed; but there are ſeve- 


ral Ways of honouring the Lord with our Subſtance, 
there being ſo many diſtinò Methods of diſbonouring 


him therewith. | | 
{ Men 
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Nlen 4iſhonow. God with their Sahſtarce, hen 
they make it copduce to iſland forbidden Deſigus; 
when it adminifters to their Luſts and wregular Ap- 
petites; when, by reaſon of their large Poſſeſſions, 
they are proud, or oppreſſive, or litigious, or intem- , 
perate, or luxurious, or worldly , or idle, or any 
way diſſerviceable to Society and Religion; where- 
by not only the n of God is contemn'd, 


his Power inſulted, his Omniſcience not conſidered, 
lineſs diſregarded and contradicted, 


"Wherefore we may aſſert in general, T hat he ho- 
is Subſtance, who lays. it out, 

as well as gets it, AT 

el. 
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is planted; when we zealouſly contribute to the in- 
Wen Youth in Sound and Orthodox 1 
8 e 
feeding the Hungry, and putting Orphans and poor. 
helpleſs Children into. ſome honeſt, he: of Living, 
whereby they might be uſeful as well to the Pub- 
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lick, as to Thermlelyes, and their Relatidds *, Wen, 
ſuch generbus Acts of 'Piety and Compaſſion, of | 


Bounty, and Publick-ſpiritedneſfs are judicioulſly and 
chearfully exerted by us, we may be very well 
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latisfied, That we do honour the Lord with our Sub. 
„I RE ER Ta En 7 
_  Toomitall other Inftances, what can more conduce 
to the Honour and Glory of our hegvenly Father, than 
ſeaſonable Charity to the Bodies and Souls of his di- 
ſtreſſed Children? How can Men expreſs an higher 
Regard for Chri#, the Head of the Church, than by 
taking care of even the feeble## Members of his My- 
flical Body! Does it not obvioully redound to the Ho. 
nour of our great Legiſlator, when we. endeavour to 
ſecure his ſacred Laws from Violation or Contempt, 
by letting in the bright Beams of the Sun of Righ- 
tecuſneſj into thoſe unhappy Souls. on whom. che 
Prince of Darkneſs had but too conſiderable 40 10 3 


1 


o_Infi 
ence ? In a Word, We cannot better evidence our 
own Veneration for the Deity, or beget in other Men 
a juſter ſenſe of his Honour, than by advancing fuch 
important Deſigns, as are both” agreeable to us ſa- 
cred Will, and very naturally expreſſive of bid glo- 
rious Attributes, as well as deſtrüctive of the oppo- 
lite Intreagues'of his Enemy, the Devil. . ö 
Since then the making a charitable Proviſion for 
poor ignorant Chriſtians, is apparently one Way of 
hogouring the Lord with our Subſtancè: It can be no 
 Spleciſm to inſiſt upon it, eſpecially at a time when 
we are met together on purpoſe to recommend, en- 
force and fix ſuch a charitable Undertaking in this 
Place, as has an undeniable Aſpect on God's Honour 
„ El Ag 
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Abd Bee Wms may Pochbiy be ig nant i 

Nature or Extent of the Duty of Libpraliry ; otliers 
TY got. fo-well underftand-their Obligation to diſ- 
eit; and others got approve of oe Mechau of 

TS 5 by L 8 half rherefors iconfine my ſelf: to:itheſe; 
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Thee Points) if eriouſly confidered] will, T hops; 


King, but diſpoſe us alſo on all other due Ortalidhs, 
good and to diſtribut W. II 003 310795 bag) 
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Pit then, That our Chatitable Acts: oF: hat 


9. 


kind ſoever, may be acceptable to God, and con- 


duce to his Honour, I have propoſed to -conſider,; 
what Rules are .neceſfary to be obſerved in relati- 
on tö the Exerciſe'of C harity in ge 6 neral. 1211319 I's 
Three Things ſeem hi ghly Weite as to this Mat. 
ter, (i. e. What we give; To whom we gib; And 
why, or upon what Principle we give © For if our Alms 


exceed our own Circumſtances, or are not appot- 


tion'd to the Neceſſities of Objects; or- i they are 


beſtowed for fordid or inchirect Ends; Out chen, 


Th, T. ſhall eddeabbuir- to Erbeee the th: 
we have begun, from Phealitr Motivecnnd T 


not, only reconcile us to this charitable Underta- 
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wilkhe deſeſctixg, ande choſe questi aot-approved by 

the:Srocheribf H fn 
Poor, regard muſt always be had to our reſpectiye 
Condlitians l This was the Bure Rule Which the 
Apoſtle laid down, not only for the Church of Co. | 
rinth, but the Churches of Galatia; and was, no 
doubt, deſign d to be a: ſtanding Direction to all 
Churches in all Ages: Let every one of you i by him 

Cor 16. in ſtore, (for the Relief of poor Chriſtians). .as God 

1 lat li preſpened imm 1 


op Fei ei r 

- God-meefures our Charity by the Nature of our 
» Cor. 8. Circumſtances. For if there be firſt à willing Mind, 
12: tt i accepted according to that a. Man hath. Hence 
* w 75; the poor; Midam, who, out of the Neceſſaries of 
eee Life, caſt but two Mites into the. Jemiſij Tregſury, for 
Mark 12. Charitable Uſes, was adjudg'd by our Saviour to have 
47, 42,43, exceeded, all the Giffs,, Which the Rich offered out of 
44 their Alund ane. F 


We are therefore to condemn a Practice that has 
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poſſibly be ſuch as not to oh Ang) as 

J of Charity. Suppoſing a Perlen palſelled nothing, 
ig ſuch a Caſe, nothing is expected from him. For 
95. We are not to do rn that, Geod me, ſo gei- 
ther are e to ſtęal from the Ri we the Poor. 
Not he who hath not, bat 1 World's 


Wealth, and ſeeth his Brother — need, and Dara 1 Joh. 3. 
bi Raped , Compaſſion fon 772 18 declared nc 8 


ebe ve fg vue gf God ali 6 
0 e of cen, 


„ Nay, dis * Iible, Men Ma 

Gderable Eſtates, and — 

this Nature. As when the Debts they Way 25 
wacded, are ſo much beyond their Efeds, that they 
ate 3 .no probable: Way of {atisfyigg thein Creditors 


in 


Cc me ſuſpend their Benefactions. 
what is given to charitable Uſes, ought to e oneꝰs 


.ow#, and Me are no more to cheat than Heal for the 
the: Relief of the Indigent. 

We will affert farther, That ſuch as are in, no 
kelihqod.-pi providing tor their Families, though 
they o not a Rs. t. are ne Sibel b 
- exempted. -. As Charity is to begin at home ſo ifat can- 
nct extend farther wirhout apparent 5 to 
theſe Te ee, Tae, it may, it 2 eud there. 
For bor, can th be properly charitable, who 

bath Agnied be 17 % Or he. 094 Suben that I 1 5 
10 worſe than an Infidel? 

Indeed the Plea of providing for one's. own Houſe, 
-has: been, I fear, but too often, , an unjuſtifiable 
Hindrance to Works of Charity; Men being very 
frequently much miſtaken as to > the Meaſure of ſuch 
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Rate” Proving g. Sone are not ſatisſſed Unleſs 
114 5. 8 W Ei 70% Hoſe to Houſe, and laß Field b Field, 
that themſelves and their Families may' be placed alone 
in the Migdit of the Earth. But againſt fuch Perſons 
oo is a Moe denouncd; and this Curſe is often 
: ted, when thoſe yery Eſtates which were frau. 
Allet i gotte U or ayarit jouſly hoarded up, are a. 
: fd & "te Extravagances of the Miſer 's Fo- 
fteri 
NI are to take ſpecial Care, \ that what they 
bequeath their Chitdien, do of Right belong to em. 
_ Bur this they do not, who are not recpeeng to their 
- Abilities Charitable; betauſeèe beſides their Childrens 
proper Portion, they leave em the Poors too, which 
being unjuſtly detain'd, cankters and conſumes the 
e Inheritance. In ſhort; He who declines Op- 


— 


providing” for his Family, when in all Probability, 
he can both aſſiſt them, and put his Dependents into 
ſome honeſt, creditable Way of Living, no way 
unſuitable to their Birth And Station, 15 N inex- 
culable.” 2E {303i <SH-4 3158: 18 
There is Nall ole thing chat hes not been pace 
upon in Relation to the Quantity of what * ive to 
the Poor; and that is, The beſtowing our Alms ſo 
judicioully, that they might, if poſſible, extend to 
all proper Objects. To give all we can conveniently 
ſpare, àt one time, is a/manifeſt Injury to thoſe that 
may be recommended to us, at another, who have 
as juſt a Claim to our Pity and Munifcence. In this 
Senſe we are to give ſparingly, that we may give 
conſtantly; that none, at leaft not too many wo erving 
Objects, u TY K our Affitanee. alk! 


; 4 
1 : oY 
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 portunities of relieving the Poor, ot of Pretence of | 
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Banbury in Oxſord hire. 9 
And thus having conſidered how our Charity muſt 
be manag'd, with reſpect to what we give: I come 
now to let you know what ought to be done in Refe- 
rence to the Perſons to whom we give. "i 
And here the Qualiry ot the Object is as much to be 
regarded, as was before the Quantity of the Aims. 
Before any Man can be truly an Object of Cha- 
rity, he muſt indeed, be reduced to Want, Tis as 
unreaſonable to ſquander away one's Wealth on ſuch 
as nced it not, to the Detriment of ſuch as do, as 


tis to {ſpread Dung on a rich Soil, while barren 
Places are wholly neglected. Wherefore the Apo- 


E 
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Ld 
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ſtle ſpeaks of diſtributing (not to Mens Superfuities, Rem. 12. 
but), % their Mea .._._- ::-5.; 13. 
Jhe Diſpoſitions of Perſons in Want ought like- 
wiſe to be conſidered. When we ſee Men bearing 
an adverſe State with an Air of Humility, Patience, 
and a due Reſignation of themſelves and Circum- 
ſtances to the wile Diſpoſals of Divine Providence : 
This ſhould incline us to higher Degrees of Libe- 
rality, than when an empty Pocket is accompanied 
with an Heart full of Pride, Debauchery, Envy, 


1 . " 09 * 8 an PCI R re n - r . 
, 8 8 3 : 4 n JJ Le CC CESS 
8 — 8 Ate 2 1 r 8 N N n 11 Ä 3 ex ae cc n 3 
2 * 5 2 ; 3 8 _e , 8 88 3 3 Sh od 8 4 — 2 CELLS 8 


oe = Ow 


9 and Malice. Something indeed is to be given even 
0 to theſe Men, but not enough to feed their irregular 
5 Appetites, or to prevent that Reformation Which 

0 Adverſity might produce in em. 5 

y *Twill alſo be not amils to conſider the Education 

t of Perſons in Want, or their Condition in the World 

< before they were reduced. They that -have lived 
8 in very good Faſhion, whoſe Birth and Breeding and 
Fortune always eoritFd *em to Plenty and Eaſe, ſeem 

5 when 1a poveriſh'd, to require more than common 


Acts of Beneficence ; ſince the Charity muſt exceed 
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the ordinary Size, before they can well reliſh or re- 
ceive Comfort by it. VF I 
 *®Twill in like manner be convenient to obſerve ? 
what it was that chiefly contributed to their indi- 
gent Condition. That Man being not ſo much an 
Object of Compaſſion, whoſe mean Circumſtances | 
are owing to his Vices, as he whoſe Indigence is 
occaſion'd by want of Contrivance, or the over- 
ruling Decrees of Divine Providence. 
If we ſee a rich Job, through Injuſtice, Opprel- } 
ſion, or ſome extraordinary Determination of Hea- | 
ven, loſing all his Subſtance, and wanting even the | 
Neceſſaries of Nature; ſuch an innocent Soul, being | 
a a juſt Object of our utmoſt Concern and Pity, ought | 
to be careſſed with all the affectionate Pledges of our 
Bounty and Tenderneſs. fy 
Nay, admitting the Party in Diſtreſs be reduced | 
by want of Contrivance only, not through any un- 
avoidable Accident; even this does by no Means 
debar him of our Charity: Since *twas not ſo much 
his Fault, as his Infirmity that occaſion'd it. To de- 
tign well is indeed in every Man's Power: but to 
purſue thoſe excellent Meaſures that are ſtrictly pru- 
dent and beneficial is the Felicity of but a few. Con- 
fequently, they who are not bleſt with ſuch an hap- 
Py and diſcerning Judgment, ought rather to be 
commiſerated than inſulted in Calamity. © 
But we will advance yet farther, and ſuppoſe 
Vice and Exceſs to have brought a Man to Poverty; 
he may certainly for all that, be an Object of Com- 
paſſion. One may relieve Perſons reduced by Ex- 
travagancy without approving thoſe Sins which con- 
bimed their Subſtance. Poſhbly they have repented 


of 
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of their former Lewdneſs; and then thoſe Iniqui- 
ties that are blotted out of God's Book, ſhould not 
be ſo highly reſented by us, as to obſtru our Boun- 
ty, leſt what God hath cleanſed, ſhould be too much 
deſpiſed or neglected by uus. 
Indeed, all Mankind have a Right to our Mu- 
nificence, when their Condition in the World is 
Mean and Craving; we being all of us, but ſo ma- 
ny ſeveral Individuals of one common Species, and 


ſtampt with the ſame Divine Image and Superſcri- 
ption of the King of Rings. Wherefore *tis the ge- 
neral Injunction of the Apoſtle, Do good anto all Gal. C. 10. 


Men. 

But notwithſtanding this common Band, which 
naturally ties us to one another, there being other 
conſiderable Obligations whereby we are more inti- 
mately united, we are particularly concern'd to take 
care of them who ſtand related to us in ſuch en- 
dearing Reſpetts. For which reaſon the ſame A- 
poſtle 8 us to do good, eſpecially to the Houſhold 
of Faith. FOE 
* becauſe all Benefactions are to be rated in 


proportion to the Advantages or Uſes of them; 


hence are we chiefly oblig'd not only to give, but 
to contribute very bountifully to ſuch glorious De- 
ſigns, as more directly tend to the Honour of God, 


the Good of poor Souls, the Civilizing Mankind, 


and the Strength of the Community whereof we 


are Members. Theſe are all ſuch noble Purpoſes, fo 


agreeable to the Ends of the Chriſtian, and indeed 
Natural Religion, that a Man mult renounce his 


Creed, nay, his very Reaſon, or neglect no fair Op- 


portunity of promoting em. | 
Ct After 


bid. 
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Chap. 3. this Rule 


16. 


Matt. 6.1 if 


— — 


After all, we are not to give our Alms to every 
Man in Poverty. For Idleneſs, when there is both 
an Opportunity and Capacity for Labour, forfeits 
all manner of Claim to Munificence. St. Paul has 
put this Caſe beyond all controverſie in his ſecond 
Iipiſtle to the Theſſalonians, where he expreſly gives 


eat. | 


And as Idleneſs, ſo by the Laws of this Na. 
acitates the Poor for our 
ited to relieve wandring 


tion, Vagrancy too 1 
Bounty. We are prohibi 


, If any would not work, neither ſhould he 


Beggars at our Doors, tho' never ſo much in di- 


ſtrels. 


Nor have our Governours in this exceeded 


their Province: They do not prohibit Charity in ge- 
neral, and therefore cannot be ſaid to contradict the 
Subſtance of a Divine Command; They only de- 
termine {ome Circumſtances relating to the better 
Performance of charitable Acts, for preventing ha- 
bitual Idleneſs, Impoſture, Lewdneſs, Diſorder, and 
National Dammages, which indeed is very obvi- 


ouſly 


the Magiſtrates Buſineſs, and becomes the 


Wiſdom and Integrity of Legiſlators, who are Guar- 


dians of the Publick. 


* 


But tho? all the Particulars above-mentioned be 
obſerv'd, we are ſtill blamable if we do not con- 


ſider, 
Alms. 


Why, or upon what Principle, we give our 


We muſt not give em out of Oſtentation: For 
we do our Alms before Men, to be ſeen of them, 


we have no Reward of our Father which is in Hea- 


Ven. 


Luke 14. Nor out of hopes of having the Favour retaliated ; 


12,114. ſince our Saviour has forbidden thoſe Entertainm 


ents. 


and 


; 
. 
] 
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and Benefactions, that are given in expectation that 
Recompence be made us, Yo 55 
Nor out of deſign to upbraid Men with the 


Kindneſſes we have conferr d on *em. The reproach-Ecciclia 
ing not only of the lender, but of the giver too, be-, 


ing Things grievous to a Man of Underſtanding. 

But we muſt be liberal to the Needy out of Love 
to God; out of a ſincere Obedience to his Sacred 
Will; out of a deep Senſe of the Exigences and 


Miſeries they are fallen into; and out of a full Con- 


viction, that we ſhall be eternally rewarded in ano- 
ther World, for our Uſefulneſs in this 

So. that when we: diſtribute our Charity upon 
theſe Principles to real Objects, within the compaſs of 


our reſpect ive Circumſtances, our Subſtance will then be 
| Inſtrumental to God's Honour and Glory. 


And that we may he induced to make this good 
Uſe of our Poſſeſſions, I am now to proceed, 


Seconaly, To lay down ſuch Arguments as may 
prevail upon Men to be Liberal or Charitable. 
The Faculties of our Souls, and the Structure 
of our Bodies, ſeem very forcible Inducements to 
Acts of Liberality. We are naturally capable of 


comparing one Object with another, of diſtinguiſh- 


ing which Objects are moſt valuable, and of being 
ſenſible, that the moſt valuable deſerves the great- 


eſt part of our Care and Affections. Now he muſt 
be beſotted to a very amazing degree, that cannot 


diſcern betwixt the Worth of Beings created in the 


Image of God, and of the Wealth of this World, 


which is only ſubſervient to em. He then, who 


out of exceſſive Love for temporal good Things, 


ſhall 


3 


cus 29. 
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ſhall ſuffer the Needy ro periſh unaſſiſted, as he 


prefers mean Objects to thoſe that are far more ex- 


cellent ; fo does he therein ſuppreſs the Convictions 


of his rational Nature, and renders that ſtrong Mo- 
tive to Charity, which ariſes from the Faculties of 
his Soul, altogether ineffectual, © - LOSIS AL 


Nor does he leſs oppoſe thoſe Inducements to Pity 


and Liberality, which the very Structure of his bo- 


dily Part might adminiſter to him. The Body is ſo 
exquiſitely tender, ſo uncapable of ſubſiſting with- 
out neceſſary Proviſion, and withal ſo uneaſie to 
the Mind at the very approach of extream Poverty, 
that a Man in indigent Circumſtances, without ſea- 
ſonable Relief, cannot chuſe but be miſerable. This 


no Creature is a ſtranger to, who carries about him 


an human Body. Whatever his Condition in the 
World be, as long as he exiſts, his very Appe- 
tite and Paſſions, and Senſes muſt give him a for- 
midable Idea of the Calamities of Want. The Au- 
thor of Nature has ſo contrived our Being, that we 
cannot well be uncompaſſionate, without throwing 
off the Man. The Senſe of Pain which we have 
in our ſelves, may move us to endeavour to make 
others eaſie. Our own Experience of the Diſad- 


vantages of Nakedneſs, and of the intolerable Per- 


plexities of a neglected craving Appetite, may pre- 


vail with us to cover the Naked with a Garment, and 


feed the Hungry. So that we muſt act contrary 


to the bent of our very Frame, that is, we mult 
act nanatarally, before we can be illiberal to proper 


Objects. 


And 
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| 


| And as to be uncharitable to the Helpleſs and De- i 
| ſtitute, is to oppoſe the Dictates of human Frame: 80 i 
| is ſuch a ſelfiſh, heard-hearted Pi inciple, a palpa- | 


4 ble Contradiction to the uſeful Ends of Civil Society. 
I Betwixt the Body Politick and the Natural Body, 
there is a diſcernable Analog). The Members of 
the Natural Body, whether we confider their Mo- 
tion, Situation, or reſpeCtive Operations, are all de- 
ſign'd to be aſſiſting to each other; and if any 
one Member fails of giving ſuch Aſſiſtance, the 
whole Body ſeems to labour under ſenſible Diſad- 
vantages. And certainly, nothing can tend more 
to the proſperity of the Body Politick, than for the 
Rich to Relieve and Support its poor and feeble 
Members. Money is the Blood of the Body Poli- 
tick, and ſordid Miſers who will not let it Circu- 
late in ſome meaſure to every indigent Member, 
are equally pernicious to Civil Societies, as thoſe un- 
happy Parts of the natural Body can be, which ob- 1 
ſtructing the regular Circulation of the Blood, cau- 0 
ſes * of the neglected Members to wither and 4 
7W%ſ%b(wwõʒÿ̃ / EET [| 
F But the illiberal Perſon does not more contradict 4 
his own Nature, and the generous Ends of Civil 1 
Society, than he does the Suggeſtions even of com- 3 
mon Prudence. Men's Wealth and Stations in this F 
World being extreamly deceitful and ſlippery, ?tis 2 
the Province of Prudence to propoſe ſuch ſafe Mea- 1 
ſures, as might render 'em as eaſie as poſſible to 7 
us, and our ſelves not unhappy, tho? we ſhould hap- i 
pen to be caft into a more deſpicable Condition. 
| But theſe Meaſures that Prudence dictates, are moſt 
certainly inconſiſtent with Covetouſneſs or * 
ee 5 ty, 
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lity, which makes a Man odious to Mankind in the 


height of Proſperity, and when reduced to a low 
Eſtate, expoſes him to a general Contempt, and Grief 
without Pity. Whereas a bountiful Spirit is io lau- 
dable and very engaging, that in Plenty it entitles 
Men to the ſincere Regards of all their Acquain- 
tance, and to the earneſt Prayers and Bleſſings of 
the Poor: And in Proverty recommends. them to 
the kind Benefactions of the Rich and Proſperous, 


So that as long as there is the leaſt Spark either of 


Honour, Gratitude, or good Nature in the World, 


the liberal Soul can be no unpitied Sufferer, what= 1 


ever Loſſes he may meet with in the Courſe of his 
Life. 7 ; 

Indeed, common Juſtice, as well as common Pru- 
dence might effectually enforce all charitable Diſtri- 
butions. ?Tis the very Foundation of Juſtice, To 
do as we would be done unto : And by this excel- 
lent Rule we are taught to relieve Objects of Cha- 
rity ; becauſe the Miſer himſelf, were he realy in 
Want, would be as forward to ask Alms, and as 
glad to ſucceed by asking, as the moſt importunate 
Beggar he ever rejected. me oe 
One material Branch of Juſtice, 1s the laying out 
Riches, according to the Will, Intention, and Com- 
mands of the Proprietor, And whoever receives any 
Sum of Money upon the compaſſionate Terms of 


parting with it to Perſons in Neceſſity, reſerving only 


what is requiſite to his own Quality and Station; 
and yet ſhall ſuffer his Wealth to ruſt by him, 
whilſt the Hungry and Naked are neither Fed nor 
Cloathed, is moſt notoriouſly Unjuſt. Now God, 


who created all worldly | Affſuences, mult needs be 


con- 
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J concluded to have Originally a Property in em; and = 
having lent them to the Rich during Pleaſure, can- 
not be ſuppoſed to have parted with that Property. 
3 Conſequently, ſince he has enjoywd rich Men, un- 
der the moſt tremendous Penalties, to take Care of 
3 theNeedy ; their Neglect in this Caſe, being very 
3 evidently a Breach of Truſt, is therefore an undenia- 


ble Argument of their Injuſtice. 

Nay, a rich covetous Man cannot offer up his 
Prayers to God, without the daring Sin of Hypo- 
criſie. Tis every one's Duty to pity and pray for 
the Fatherleſs and the Widow, and ſuch as are in 
Neceſſity, that God would aſſiſt 'em in, and in his 
due time give em an happy Iſſue out of all their Di- 
ſtreſſes. But all this is meer Bazter and Hypocrifie, 
when ſuch as pretend to pray for their Deliverances, 

will part with nothing that might make their Prayers 
effectual. The Providence of God is ſeldom em- 
ploy'd in helping Men miraculouſly, eſpecially when 
they may be well reliev'd by ordinary Means. 
When therefore rich Men ſhall deſire God to be 

merciful to the Afflicted, while to their own Know- 
ledge, the ordinary Means of redreſſing em pre- 
ſcribed by him, is Humane Charity, which they 
are reſolved never to exerciſe : What is this but a 
tempting of Providence! a mocking of Almighty 
God ! a too evident Token of the moſt provoking 
Digmaledonss>: e on hn 
As to the Neceſſaries of Life, the Rich cannot uſe 
much more than the Poor. Nature requires but 
little to ſatisfie, and perhaps leſs to ſupport it {elf, 
The Appetites of Men are wiſely ſtinted ; or if 

Luxury overflows thoſe Oy FOI, 8 
W the 


by 


x44 
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| the Slenderneſs of their Make will not admit of 
| very prodigious Expences. So that many Men have 
more than they can poſſtbly beſtow even upon their 

own Extravagances. Whence 'twill follow, That 
| | | ſome muſt have Riches to ſpare in ſpight of their 
| Luſts, and ſo muſt be conſtrain'd to relieve the Di- 
ſtreſſed, or to let their Wealth lie by as inſignificant 
Rubbiſh: And *twill follow likewiſe, That that 
munificent and wiſe Being, who has made Nature, 

ſo as to be content with a little, and to be clogg*d 

with Exceſs: and has alſo given ſome much more 

than can poſſibly be ſpent, at leaſt, within the Com- 

paſs of Decency and Religion, expects what is ſuper- 

fluous in ſuch Men, ſhould by their own Choice be 

lopt off for the Support of others who are ſinking un- 

der their Wants. ; e 

The Example of Almighty God, whom 4% dear 

Children me are to be Followers of, might reaſonably 

inſpire us with beneficent Reſolutions. What poor, 
helpleſs, utterly deſtitute Creatures would Mankind, 
as well as the reſt of the Creation, be, did not he 

James 1. who upbraiderh not, give liberally to em If he 


8 . did not ſend us Seed-time, and Harvest, and fruitf ul 
© * Seaſons; we who came all of us naked into the 


Acts 14. World, wou'd, alas! quickly return naked out of it. 
17. We may fay te the richeſt Man on Earth, What 
1 Cor. 4. ha#t thou that thoa didit not receive; and what didft 
F thou receive, that thou didſt not receive from God? 
Since then the Rich who are no nearer ally'd to t heir 
Creator than the Poor, do nevertheleſs hy his undeſer- 

ved Munificence enjoy thoſe Temporal Bleſſings 

which theſe ſtand in need of; how can they chuſe : 
but impart ſomething to em of his free Bounty; t 


eſpe- 


TN © Wore: A. tas, 


our Souls a cordial Tenderneſs, a deep Concern and 


| ference; Whether one Member ſuffer, all the Members i Cor. 12. 
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eſpecially, when the main Deſign of ſuch his unequal 
Diſtributions, is to try their Gratitude and Obedi- 
ence to his juſt Commands, their Temper to their 
indigent, depending Inferiours, and their Deference 
and Reſpect to his own moſt glorious Example ! 

An uncharitable Chriſtian ſeems a Contradiction 
in Terms. The Subſtance and Deſign of Chriſtiani- 
ty being to create ſuch a ſincere Union among Man- 
kind, as might make em Sympathixe with each other, 
grieving at their Adverſity, as well as rejoycing at 
their good Succeſs; *tis impoſſible any Perſon can be 
a Conſcientious Chriſtian, who does not pity, and 
according to his Ability relieve his Neighbours in 
their Exigencies. Not to mention the ſeveral Com- 
mands that enjoyn ſo reaſonable, ſo compaſſionate, 
ſo human, nay, ſo divine and godlike a Practice; 
or the many moving Exhortations that perſwade to 
it; or the precious Promiſes conſequent upon it; 
or the aſtoniſhing Threats denounc'd againſt the Neg- 
lect of it: The very. Conſideration of our being by 
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| Baptiſm incorporated into the Body of Chri#, and 


therefore Members one of another, as well as of him f 
our Myſtical Head; is of it ſelf ſufficient to work in | 


Regard for our poor Fellow-Chriftians, and an un- 
byaſſed Reſolution to ſerve and ſuccour em. From 
this very Argument of our being all Members of the ' 
ſame Body, does the Apoſtle draw this pertinent In- h 


ſaffer with it, & c. Intimating how natural and juſt it 26. 
is for one Chriſtian to be ſo affected with the Misfor- | 
tunes of another, as to endeavour by all lawful Means [ 
to remove 'em. And according to this very rea- | 
- = Wh {onable | 
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ſonable Aluſion, the firſt Chriſtians made it great 
part of their Buſineſs to provide for the Needy, When 

in compliance with the Hardſhips of the Times, the 

Acts 4. Rich ſold their Poſſeſſions, and laid the Money at the 


that aiſtribut ion might be made unto every Man accord- 


ing as he had need. As ſoon as the Apoſtles: found. 
Chap. C.. that the Grecian Widows were neglected in the daily 
Mini ſtration, rather than ſo unchriſtian a Treat- 
1. 5, C. ment ſhould want Reformation, an Order of Men 
were immediately inſtituted to redreſs their Grie- 
vances; And ſoon after, for the poor Saints, there were 
: Cor. 16. weekly Collections. In a word, whoever conſults An- 
2 tiquity will be ſatisfied, that the Sportula which was 
in the Poſſeſſion of their Succeſſors the Biſhops, was 
for the Support not only of them that mini ſtred in 
Holy Things, but of the Needy and the Helpleſs. And 
if the ſame Spirit of Liberality and Compaſſion be 
not among us, let us pretend never ſo to the Name 
of Chriſtians, ſure T am, we ſink very obviouſly be- 

low the Character of meer Men. I 
But were there no other Motives to the Duty of 
Liberality, this one Conſideration, That thereby we 
hall Honour the Lord with our Subſtance , might be 
enough to recommend it. What can be a truer Sa- 


tisfaction to any Perſon that has but the leaſt Senſe 


of Gratitude, Piety, or Juſtice, than to lay out thoſe 
Accommodations to his Glory, who not only crea- 


ted em, but beftowed 'em on us chiefly for that 


very End! Our bleſſed Saviour has expreſly aſſu- 


red us, that what Kindneſs we do to any of his di- 
Matt. 25. ſtreſſed Members, we do to himſelf; and that at the 


laſt Day, when he ſhall ſolemnly appear in the 1 


34» 35» Apoſtles Feet, all the Care imaginable was taken, 
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it lity of an univerſal Judge, he will both publickly 
n acknowledge and reward our Charity. How then 
e can we refuſe, in oppoſition to our own. eternal In- 
” tereſt, in contempt of all that he has done, ſuffered 
k - and merited for us, to relieve thoſe poor afflicted 
1. Souls, for whoſe Salvation he, who thought it not rob- Phil. 2. C. 
I, bern to be equal with God, condeſcended to die! We 
„ Y f{lightas well our Almighty Creator, our dear and 
t- moſt affectionate Redeemer, as our Fellow - Crea- 
n | tures, and our Fellow- Members, when we neglect 
e- their Wants, and will not honour the Lord by ſupply- 
2 ing 'em with our Sab ſtance. 11 HET? 
15 Thus much may ſuffice to recommend- the Dn- 
AS ty of Charity in general; which may likewiſe re- 
n concile us to the charitable Deſign we are now 
d carrying on, unleſs ſomething difagreeable either 
= to the Nature or Ends of Chriſtian Charity; or to 
le the real Intereſt of the Publick; or to the plain 
e- Dictates of Piety or Prudence appears therein. But 
that this our Compaſſionate Undertaking is ſo far 
of from contradicting theſe glorious Purpoſes, that it, 
e indeed, advances em, rendring Men truly hap- 
e py in a Private, as well as uſeful and praiſe-worthy. 
4 in a Publick Capacity, I have propoſed to ſatisfie 
e you, by endeavouring, e 
1 Thirdly, To enforce the Charity we have be- 
t gun in this Place, from peculiar Motives and Conſi- 
1 derations. | | 8 
* This is a very proper Method of exerciſing our 
Ie Liberality; here we can meet with no Impoſition ; 
4 no Cheat, to make us wiſh we had with-held our 
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Diſtributions : Our Kindneſſes are here exerted: ju= MF UE 


diciouſly, and with Diſcretion, being the ſucceſs ful The 
Reſult of mature Deliberation, and united Coun- not 
ſel, Whileſt private Benefactions are for the moſt dom 
part inconſiderable in their Conſequences: this joynt fing 
Bounty of ſeveral Perſons, all in ſome meaſure con- 2 © 
cern'd to aſſiſt with their Advice, as well as with {} © 
their Generoſity, muſt be happily attended with }F 1 
Publick Advantages. ; 3 1 
Tis not only an Ornament, but a Defence and Y Y”” 
Security to Civil Societies, to have even their poor. _ 
eſt Members liberally provided for; as nothing more . 
recommends the Natural Body to the Efteem of ket 
Men, of puts it in a better Capacity of defending Hu 
it ſelf, than a due Care of all its Parts: Whereas n 
if any are too much negle&ed, there muſt of ne- oY 
ceſſity be a Diminution both of the Beauty and the (| ** 
Strength of the whole. no 
Inſtead of being uſeleſs by Idleneſs and Igno- Ye 


rance, or ſcandalous by Curſing and common Swear- 
ing, or pernicious to the Nation by Lying, Pilfer- ch 

ing or Theft; the young ſlender Plants that grow th 

in this Nurſery, are timely bent to the quite op- * 
Folite good Qualities ; inſomuch, that when by rea- ch 

{on of Maturity, they ſhall be remov'd to another m 

Soil, they cannot well fail not only of taking root 5 
FE 

gc 

R 

A 

C 

n 


and thriving, and increaſing in Subſtance, but alſo 
of —_— good Fruit, whereby the Publick may 
taſte, reliſh, receive Nutriment from, and proſper 


very diſcernably by their future Endeavours:  _ 
How can our Nation do otherwiſe than Flou- 
riſh, if the Inhabitants are generally Men of Pro- 
bity and Conſcience, Sobriety and Loyalty; if they 
are 


. 
* 
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are Peaceable and Juſt, Devout and Induftrious ? 
Theſe are all ſuch excellent Accompliſhments, as 
not only conduce naturally to the Intereſt of a King- 
dom, but likewiſe engage Heaven to entail a Biel. 
fing thereon. And yet, the training up Children 
in the Principles of Chriſtianity evidently produ- 
ces in *em theſe beneficial Vertues. Indeed our Na- 
tion is at preſent but too much overſpread with 
looſe Notions, with want of Zeal, and with Tea! 
withont Knowledge : Becauſe Iniquity has abounded 
therein, the Love of many has but too viſibly waxed 
cold. The Unity of the Church is miſerably bro- 


ken. Subjection to Governours is built rather on 
Humour, or ſome other ſandy Foundation, than 


on the ſolid Rock of Humility, Reverence and a 
Senſe of Duty. And, in a word, there is a gene- 
ral Decay of Piety and good Manners. Than which 
nothing can be a more deplorable Prognoſtick to any 
People. 6 5 5 

Here then, we have an effectual Antidote for 
theſe boding Evils, whereby the Spiritual Poiſon, 
that ſo many have imbibed, may be ſeaſonably 
expelbd, and our Ruin prevented. Were this moſt 
charitable Deſign but univerſally encourag'd, we 


might juſtly hope the next Generation would be as 


much a Pattern to that which comes after, as a Re- 
proach to the preſent, and to many that are paſt. 
Every individual Man would then be a little World, 
govern'd with Sedateneſs and Regularity, having 


Reaſon in the Throne, and all the inferiour preſſing 
Appetites and clamorous Paſſions obſequiouſly exc- 


cuting or patiently ſubmitting to its awful Com- 
mands. Every Houſe would become a Church, de- 


dicated 


Or Iman 
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dicated to Divine Worſhip; and every Family a 
diſtin Congregation. Nay, there would be as 
many Temples in an Houle, as there be Pertons, 
the Bodies of every particular Soul, being ſo many 
ſacred Temples of the Holy Gboſt. And cvery 
Kingdom conſiſting of ſuch ſober and wellk-inclined 
Families, would appear an imperfeſt Portraiture of 
the King dom of Heaven. | 

The ſupream Magiſtrate cannot be jealous of an, 
the leaſt Inſurrection in his Dominions, when all 
thoſe that enjoy his Protection, are taught from 
their very Cradles, to be ſubject not only for Wrath, 
but for Couſctence ſake ; and to be ſo far from Speaking 
Evil of Dignities, as not toCarſe the Ring, no, not 
in their Thoughts, Subordinate Magiſtrates, muſt 
needs have a very eaſie and ſafe Province, when 
they who belong to it, learn to be quiet and to do 
their own Buſineſs; when very few, if any, Diffe- 


rences ariſe between Maſters and their Servants, 


Husbands and Wives, or Parents and their Chil- 
dren: When Servants are not addicted to Eye- 
Service, or to anſwer ag ain; and Maſters treat em 
with becoming Tenderneſs, conſidering they them- 
ſelves have 4 Maſter in Heaven. When Husbanas 
love their Wives and are not bitter agaiuſt em; and 
Mives ſee. that they reverence their Flusbands, When 


Children obey their Parents in all lawful things, en- 


deavouring gratefully to reguite their continu'd Love, 
and Care, and Expence; and Parents provoke not 
their Chilaren to Wrath , bat bring em up in the 
Fear and Nurture of the Lord, Neither can Mini- 
{ters fail, at the laſt great Day, when they are to 
give an Account, of doing it with Foy, and not with 

Grief, 
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Gain: ſayers, ſuch as refuſe to obey thoſe who have 
the Rule over them, and to ſubmit themſelves. | 
Theſe are the bleſſed Fruits of a Religious Edu- 
cation, and certainly no one Brauch of the Catho- 
lick Church is more capable of bearing em than the 
Church of Exgland; which teaches nothing in Re- 
ſpect either of Faith or Practice, but what becometh 
ſound Doctrine; which neither ſavours of Superſti- 
tion nor Irreverence; whoſe Rule in the moſt diffi- 
cult and obſcure Points, is the Holy Scripture inter- 
preted by the Senſe of the Primitive Church. This 
is that Orthodox Religion by which we are model- 
ling thoſe poor Children, who would otherwiſe have 
been, as it were, without God in the World, the 


Peſts of civil Society, and a Reproach to the Chri- 


ſtian Character. By this Means, we may hope, in 


ſome reaſonable time, to heal our deplorable Breach- 
es, to reconcile the Inhabitants of this Nation to our 
National Religion; that there might be no Occaſion 


for ſuch a Toleration, as is now, and has been for 
ſome time moſt ſcandalouſly perverted into all the 


{ad Inſtances of Pride and Obſtinacy, Schiſm and 
Contention, Diſorder and Want of neceſſary Diſ- 
cipline. Wherefore no Method whatſoever can 


ſeem more ſerviceable either ro Church or State 
than the glorious Work we have lately begun, and 
I humbly truſt, will be zealouſly continued. 

I lam oblig'd to acknowledge (and I bleſs God 
that I can ſay it) that never any Undertaking of 


this expenſive Nature, was more chearfully imbra- 


ced, or more , ſucceſsfully carried on, than this of 
our  Charity-School; eſpecially if it be conſidered, 
Be E 


K 4. 


Grief, when their reſpective Congregations are not 
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how 'twas propos d at a Time, when there Were 


not only Multitudes of vaſt Sums to be collected 
for the Uſe of the Publick, but a general Scarcity of 
Coin and Decay of Trade. The ftreight Circum- 
ſtances the Nation was then reduced to, make your 
Charity the raore rematkable to the World, as well 
D wOgga, 7 5 5+ 442512h 
But more particularly am I bound to take No- 
tice of rhe pious Bounty of thoſe Perſons of Qua- 
lity and Gentlemen, who not reſiding among us, 
are under Obligations to Charity in their reſpective 
Pariſhes. That they ſhould ſo far conſult the 
Good of Religion, and the real Advantage of this 
poor divided Place, is ſuch an Inſtance of their 
Zeal and publick Spiritedneſs, as will always de- 
ſerve, and J hope will always be attended with very 
particular Acknowledgments. | wo 
I cannot but be perſwaded, That the ſame tender 


Spirit which firſt moved our worthy Benefactors 


to advance this religious and laudable Deſign, will 
{till engage 'em to continue and ſupport it. They 
begun it when the Nation was under a dark 
Cloud, when the Sword of the Enemy was not on- 
ly drawn, but likely enough to be ſheath'd in our 


Bowels. And fince the good Providence of God 


has been ſo very propitious, as to bleſs-our Arms 


with unexpected Triumphs; and the deſirable 


Proſpect of both an honourable and a laſting Peace, 


is graciouſly vouchſafed us; how can we better 


expreſs our Gratitude to the Lord, mighty in Battle, 


than thus to Honour him with Part of our Subſtance ? 


The very diſcernable Alteration in thefe poor Ob- 
xQs of Charity, effected in ſo little a while, = 
Cn _  imall 
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ſmall Encouragement to Subſcribers, They all ap- 
| mos humble and reſpectful in their Carriage; G. 
igent in their Buſineſs, cautious of taking God's 
Name in vain, uſe innocent Recreations at proper 
Seaſons, refort conftantly in a very agreeable Or- 


der to Divine Worſhip; and beyond what could 


have been ſo ſoon expected from 'em, joyn una- 


nimouſly in the Service of the Church. Where- 
as before, they were Rude and Idle, filPd the Streets 
with Oaths and Curſes, delighted in Miſchief, and 


never would tread conſecrated Ground but with a 
deſign to Play and to give Diſturbance. The igno- 
rant and irregular Courſe of Life, to which they 
were before inured, when they arrived at Man- 
hood, would have rendred 'em unfit for Service, or 
any honeſt Station in the World : But now, any 


Subſcriber may in ſome meaſure, (if I may ſo ſay) 
te. imlurſe himſelf, by coming to this uſeful Plan- 
tation, and making choice of thoſe to ſerve him, 


that will probably be Grateful and Faithful, Labo- 
rious and Juſt, Orderly, and in all reſpe&s Con- 
Acientious. EINE, WO Mx. 

_ Whilſt there is neither any material unfortunate 
Change in the Circumſtances of any Subſcriber ; 
nor any Miſmanagement in the Relation to the 
School, which we are not for redreſſing; I'm apt 
to imagine there will be no great danger of ha- 


ving the Bounty leſſen d: Eſpecially if it be con- 


ſidered, That one or two fuch Precedents, may 
be attended with as ill Succeſs, as the taking a 
few ſerviceable Stones our of a new Edifice. And 


who would withdraw his Subſcription, when he 


_— can- 
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cannot tell how far his Example may go towards 


the undermining the whole Fabrick of ſuch a Cha- 
rity. 8 | 
Nas, inſtead of withdrawing their Benefactions, 
it is to be hoped ſome will have a pious Reſpe& 
for this glorious Undertaking, when they are lea- 


ving the World. Tn many other Places, where ; 
theſe Schools are erected, ſeveral conſiderable Le. 


gacies have been bequeath'd to them. And from 
the great Charity already ſo willingly expreſs'd, 
there is no Cauſe to deſpair of ſome ſuch renown. 
ed Examples among us. This is the way to be- 
nefit the Earth when we are taken from it; to 
ſave Mens Souls from Death, when we are abſent 
from the Body; to aſſiſt others in their Conflicts 
with Satan, when we our ſelves having obtained 
the end of oar Hopes, are more than Conquerours. 

We have reaſon to think, That in a ſhort time, 


we ſhall be put in a Capacity of ſetting up a Work- 


houſe in this Town, where the poor may learn 
how to live, and to eaſe a Place, to which they 
have been ſo long ſo very Chargeable : But this is 
deſign'd only to be a. Proviſion for their Bodies; 
their poor precious Souls muſt ſtarve, if this cha- 
ritable Undertaking be not ſtill continued. So far 
ſhould that Deſign be from deſtroying this, that here 
ought to be a very intimate Correſpondence and 
Communication betwixt em. They ought to be 
taken from the one to the other : And whoever 
{hall be concern'l to Manage the Work-houſe, will 
always be ſure to find a very great difference be- 
twixt taking undiſciplin'd Children out of the Mar- 
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ket· place, and taking em out of this Seminary of 
Chriſtian Education. Heng 
It cannot be conceived what the Advantages may 


be, to this Town eſpecially, on the account of this 


regulated Charity. When ſo many poor Children 
are taught their Duty to God, their Neighbour, 
and Themſelves, and {ent out into the World; *tis 
not to be ſuppoſed but ſeveral. of em will Live 


and Proſper by their reſpective Vocations: ?Tis to 


be ſuppoſed likewiſe, That if they do Proſper, the 


good Inſtructions they received at School, will keep 
em from being Ungrateful : And ſure: they cannot 


but be Ungrateful if they do not Encourage that 
charitable Deſign, to which they evidently owe 
whatever contributes to their Proſperity and Satis- 
faction. When they begin to conſider, how that 
this Charity was Promoted by ſuch Perſons only, 


as did not receive any Aſſiſtance from Charity, 
they muſt needs conclude ?ris their indiſpenſable Du- 


ty, who found by Experience the comfortable Ef- 


feQs of it, to contribute very lar o O-aogkar Nor 
uffer their poor 


can it be imagined, that they will 
Parents and Relations to be a Burthen to a Place, 


by whoſe Bounty they are themfelves kept from be- 


ing burthenſome. 


Thoſe that Diflent from our Church , cannot. 


think themſelves excuſed from a Work of this Na- 


ture. Indeed {ome of 'em have been ſerviceable 


to it. And if others refuſe, becauſe the Children 


are to be inſtructed in the Principles of the Church. 


of England; they are to conſider, that many of. 


dcm do hold the Church of England to be Or- 
thodox, 
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thodox, and her Miniſtry valid. And as for ſuch | 


as ſeem not ſo well reconciled ro the Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Conſtitution, I deſire em to think, Whe- 
ther it be not much more acceptable to God , 
and more beneficial to the civil Government, to 
train up Children in our Way, and then put 'em 
out to F ; than permit em to ſpend 
their Youth in Idleneſs and Diſorder , and after- 


wards make Choice of fuch a Profeſſion as will 


bring *em to the Gallows, or ſome other ignomi- 
nious Puniſhment : And whether it can conſiſt with 
common Juſtice, That they ſhould be thus eaſed 
at the Expence of charitable Chriſtians, without 
making any the leaſt Reſtitution or Compenſation 
for it. And farther, Whether their Expectations 
are terminated in a bare Toleration or Liberty 
of Conſcience, when having themſelves a Freedom 
of Diſſenting with Impunity i this World, they 
are ſo very unwilling Perſons ſhould be rightly in- 
form'd, and be joyn'd to the Church. 


But to let that paſs : We that have been aſſiſting 
in this pious Deſign, cannot but feel a ſecret Joy and 


Pleaſure, from a ſweet Reflection thereon ; and the 


more ſo, becauſe we are very ſenſible the longer *tis 
continued, and the greater Perfection it arrives to, 
the more delightful and tranſporting mult theſe: Re- 


flections be, that ſo many poor Fellow-Crearures and 


Fellow-Chriſtians, are likely to be reſcu'd from 


Want to Plenty; from Idleneſs to Induſtry ; from 


Ignorance to Knowledge ; from Prophaneneſs to 
Piety ; from the Brink of Hell to the Manſions of 


Hea- 
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Heaven ; where they will be for ever thankful to 
the Inſtruments of their Converſion; and be the 
bleſſed Occaſion of our having mote precious Gems 
in our Crown of Glory. 


| Unto which happy State, God of his In- 


finite Mercy bring us all, for Jeſus 


Chri$t his N : To whom, with the Fa- 


— 


ther and the Holy Ghost, be aſcribed all 


Honour and Glory nom and for ever. A- 


men. 
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